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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment filed 1/23/2006 has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1 and 13 have been amended. 

3. Claims 1-20 are now pending. 

4. The applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. A detailed discussion is set forth below. 

Response to Amendment 

5. Claims 1 and 13 have been amended to correct typographical errors. The amendment 
does not prove a change in scope to the limitations of claims 1-20. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. Claims 1,4-6,8, 10, 11, 13, 14, and 17-19 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over DeRoo et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,161,162), hereinafter referred to as 
DeRoo, in view of Corrigan et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,016,525), hereinafter referred to as 
Corrigan, as presented in the previous action dated 9/21/2005. 

7. Claims 2, 3, 7, 9, 12, 15, 16, and 20 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over DeRoo in view of Corrigan further in view of Baxter et al. (U.S. Patent 
Number 5,887,146) as presented in the previous action dated 9/21/2005, 

Response to Arguments 

8. In the remarks, the applicant has argued: 
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• <Argument 1> 

The combination of DeRoo and Corrigan does not disclose the features of claim 1 
because it does not disclose "a verification interface for selectively passing system 
memory accesses either to the system memory or the shared memory responsive to the 
signal, wherein accesses directed towards the system memory access are passed to said 
system memory in a normal mode and wherein access directed towards the system 
memory are passed to said shared memory in a verification mode" as recited in claim 1 . 

9. In response to argument 1, the combination of DeRoo and Corrigan does disclose a 
verification interface as recited in claim 1. The previous line citation to Corrigan, column 2, line 
50 through column 3, line 31, clearly shows the enablement of a loopback operation during 
which a data transfer to the secondary bus is redirected to the shared memory interface. The 
loopback mode is a verification mode as it improves the testability of the circuit by using the 
shared memory interface to test downstream transactions. For further clarification, the applicant 
is directed to the discussion of figure 2 at column 5, line 64 through column 6, line 27. 

10. In support of argument 1, the applicant has stated that "Corrigan does not provide for an 
access to a system memory resulting in the access of another, internal, memory." However, this 
is indeed what Corrigan' s system accomplishes. The downstream transactions are addressed as 
though normally destined for the secondary PCI bus, but in loopback (or verification) mode the 
configuration parameters allow the transaction to be directed to the shared memory. See again 
column 2, line 50 through column 3, line 31 and column 5, line 64 through column 6, line 27. 

11. The applicant has also stated that "In the present invention, a slave processor that 
normally writes to an external system memory associated with a master processor can write (in 
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verification mode) to an internal shared memory." Again, this is what Corrigan' s system 
accomplishes as one PCI bus sends a write transaction to a second PCI bus but has it redirected 
to shared memory in a test mode. Taking into account the loopback operation (which was well 
known in the art at the time of the applicant's invention as disclosed by Corrigan) in combination 
with DeRoo's system, the combination of DeRoo and Corrigan discloses all the limitations of 
claim 1. 

12. In addition, the applicant has argued that claims rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103, but not 
explicitly discussed, are allowable based on the above arguments. Thus, claims disclosing 
similar limitations to the discussed claims and related dependent claims remain rejected under 
the same reasoning as presented above. 

Conclusion 

13. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. The applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor Lesniewski whose telephone number is 571-272-3987. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571-272-3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Victor Lesniewski 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2152 




